This publication has been created to provide information on the types of events the Schnecksville PTO sponsors.
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Family Nights – These are our favorite events.  They offer a chance for our Schnecksville families to get to know each other better and for the kids to socialize with their friends.  Among the most popular are Bingo Night, Movie Night in the Gym, and Roller Skating Parties.  For the last several years the PTO has also organized the student Talent Show which gave our kids the opportunity to show off their unique talents. At Holiday time, the PTO organizes the Holiday Shoppe, which gives the students a chance to purchase gifts for their families and practice their budgeting skills.  To celebrate a successful year, in May the Carnival is held.  This is our best attended event and every year we strive to make it bigger and better.  Family Nights are not fundraisers.  We charge nominal admission fees which cover the expenses of the event.
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Field Trips – The PTO pays 100% of the admission fees for almost all of the Field Trips the students take.  Last year, the PTO funded the following trips:

  Kindergarten – Pumpkin Patch & the DaVinci Science Center

  1st Grade – Pine Brook Hollow Tree Farm and Poole Wildlands Conservancy 

  2nd Grade – DaVinci Science Center and Crayola Factory

  3rd Grade – Coal Mine #9 and Lehigh Valley Zoo

  4th Grade – Crystal Cave and Rave Theatre for “Earth” movie

  5th Grade – Quiet Valley Living Historical Museum & Rave Theatre for “Earth” movie
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Assemblies – Each year the PTO budgets $3,000 to bring educational and fun assemblies to our school.  These have included Author visits, Science demonstrations, and Puppet Shows along with highly interactive shows like Improvisational Comedy and a One Room Schoolhouse.

Bagels for Testing – In early spring, grades 3 to 5 participate in PSSA Testing.  During this week long event, the PTO provides a light breakfast each morning.
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Make Your Own Sundae – After PSSA Testing is over, the PTO hosts an Ice Cream Social for the entire school.  Students get to choose their ingredients and enjoy some R & R with their classmates.

Landscaping/Courtyard – PTO volunteers help keep our building and grounds looking their best.  In the past, the PTO has purchased trees, shrubs, flowers, and bedding materials and worked with school district employees to spruce up in the fall and spring.  The PTO also purchased picnic tables and umbrellas for the Courtyard.
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Capital Improvements – These are major projects that the PTO saves for over a period of years.  Three years ago, the PTO installed a Walking Trail that is enjoyed by the students everyday of the year.  This facility enables our school to provide a Walking Trail Club and students receive recognition for participating.   The PTO also purchased the Marquee on Sand Spring Road and large Playground Equipment.
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5th Grade Celebration  – This annual event, held in June, is the PTO’s celebration for our 5th Grade students who are moving up to middle school.  This event is usually held at Independence Park.  The students receive lunch and snacks and the PTO purchases commemorative T-Shirts and PSD Gym bags.  It is an afternoon filled with fun and nice memories for our kids.  In addition, the 5th Graders are also treated to an afternoon of Bowling in May.

School Directory – Each year the PTO collects contact information for all students and publishes a Student Directory.   This comes in very handy when you want to contact your child’s friends.

Band & Chorus Receptions – The PTO organizes and hosts a Reception after each of the concerts performed by our 5th Graders.
Scholarship Fund – The PTO awards two $250 Scholarships for Schnecksville Elementary alumni graduating from Parkland High School.
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Book Fairs – The PTO arranges for two Scholastic Book Fairs each year.  The Fall Book Fair proceeds are used to purchase new books for the Library and our Reading Specialist.  The Spring Book Fair is a buy one get one free event that enables our students to stock up for summer reading.

Classroom Allowances – Each classroom teacher is allotted $200 per year to purchase items for their students or classroom.  These funds have been used to purchase craft supplies, classroom books, rewards & incentives,  and party supplies.
Department and Specialty Area Allowances – Our “Special Area” teachers (Art, Vocal Music, Instrumental & Strings, Physical Education, Reading, Technology, Guidance, Speech, IST, and Gifted) each receive a $200 allowance per year.  

Grade Level Allowances – The PTO also provides funds for activities that occur for all classes in a Grade Level.  These funds have been used for Kindergarten’s Mother’s Day Tea, 1st Grade Apple Fest & Fun Day, 2nd Grade Terrariums, and 3rd & 4th Grade Picnics. Many times, the funds are used to purchase supplies to make Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Holiday gifts.
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Teacher Appreciation Events – Two major events are held each year to show our dedicated Staff our appreciation for all their hard work.  At Holiday time, the PTO organizes and hosts an elaborate Breakfast for current and retired Staff and PSD School Board members.  In the spring, a luncheon for all staff members is held during Staff Appreciation Week and small daily gifts are distributed.
Community Outreach – Each year the PTO plans, organizes and runs several events to help our children connect with their community and learn the value of community service.  These events have included Food and Clothing Drives, Backpacks for Hurricane Katrina victims, Kidspeace Holiday Gifts, School Supplies for Cleveland Elementary students, the Annual Student Book Swap and Alex’s Lemonade Stand.

Complimentary Tablets, Mascot Folders, and Staff Desk Planners – Each year the PTO purchases the Schnecksville Note to School Tablets and Mascot Folders for each student and Desk Planners for each staff member.

The Shark Report – Each month the PTO publishes a Newsletter to keep parents informed about upcoming events and school information.  We also maintain a Website at http://schnecksvillepto.com.
School Store - The school store is an opportunity for kids to purchase school supplies and other goodies while practicing their math skills.
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Yearbook – The PTO is responsible for all aspects of our annual Yearbook.  Our School Picture vendor provides the individual portraits but all the other photos are taken by PTO volunteers.  The Yearbook Committee organizes all the photos and does the layout.  They also type up the personal messages and handle the orders and distribution.  The fee for the Yearbook is what it costs the PTO to publish it.  It is not a fundraiser.
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Birthday Table – Each month the PTO hosts the Birthday Table.  This is a special table set up during Lunch for each child celebrating their birthday.  They are allowed to invite a friend to sit with them and they each receive a birthday treat.
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