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Schnecksville Elementary 
            
  
             March 2011
Mr. Bowen’s Message
Now that March is upon us, warmer temperatures, green grass, and other signs of spring will soon be here. Please remind children to bring coats to school.

Even as the temperatures get warmer, they still need coats at recess. We always tell students to put coats on at the end of the day. Unfortunately, some students take them off once they get on the bus.
     - Mr. Bowen
President’s Message
It may only be March but it is time for the PTO to start thinking about next year.  In a few weeks, the Nomination Form for the 2011-2012 slate of PTO officers will be posted in the Wednesday e-Folder and the PTO website. All positions,  President, Treasurer, the four Vice President positions; Social Events, Ways & Means, Communications and Internal Affairs, as well as  Secretary need to be filled.  I ask that you consider volunteering for one of these positions.  The President’s position should be filled by someone who has served on a previous board but none of the others require any previous PTO experience.  If you are willing to ask questions and reach out to others for guidance you are qualified. Being on the board has afforded me the opportunity to meet some extraordinary people who are fun to work with and have the best interest of our kids at heart.  As a Board member, you have the unique opportunity to make your ideas happen and shape the future of our PTO.   I ask that even if you are just considering volunteering for one of these positions to please give me a call.  I would welcome the opportunity to answer any questions you may have or fully explain the responsibilities of each position. I promise, I will not try to “talk you into it”.  I can be reached at 610-769-4411 or laurabronzo@yahoo.com.

In the last few weeks I have been contacted about the Board’s decision to cancel the Carnival.  Although this has been a tradition at Schnecksville for a number of years, we felt that due to the potential financial loss and lack of volunteer interest, we needed to find another way to celebrate the end of the school year.  Last year we had to pay a non-refundable deposit of $1,400 to the company that supplied the inflatables and due to lack of volunteers we came very close to canceling and losing the deposit. It has been suggested that we still try and hold the carnival and just cut back on the games, but if we don’t have enough to keep the kids entertained no one will be happy. Hopefully, after a year off there will be renewed interest in having a Carnival next year or perhaps this year's alternative will be so much fun that we will create a new tradition for our families.

The PTO Board has decided to hold a Schnecksville Day at the Iron Pigs Game.  We have reserved 600 seats for the May 28th game.  Tickets will be $9 each and will include a $2 food voucher. All family members are welcome.  Information on how to purchase tickets will be posted in the Wednesday e-folder later this month. 
     - Laura

Got a 3rd  4th or 5th grader?
It’s PSSA time…  Make sure your student is well rested.  The PTO will make sure they are fed.  Your room mom should have contacted you for breakfast items.  Good Luck!  

March at a Glance

5 - Talent Show
8 - School Store Gr 1& 2
8 - Kindergarten Registration
8 - Matt Glowacki Anti-Bullying Assembly
9 - PTO Board Meeting
10 - Spirit Day - Tye Dye Day
10 - School Store Gr 3 - 5
10 - Yearbook Meeting 9 am
11 - Regular School Day
14 - 21 - PSSA Testing - Breakfast Gr 3 - 5
17 - General PTO Meeting 9:30 am Cafeteria
22 - School Store Gr 1& 2
22 - Market Day Pick-Up
24 - School Store Gr 3 - 5 

eFolder has moved!

New day – Wednesday!
New location - update your
bookmarks / favorites
http://www.parklandsd.org/sv/wednesday-e-folder
Friday March 11th
Snow Make Up Day!

Regular School hours

Scholarship Applications Due March 25th
The Schnecksville PTO will once again be awarding $500 Scholarships to two Parkland High School graduating seniors who will be attending an institution of higher learning.  Applications are open to PHS students who attended Schnecksville Elementary School for at least one full academic year with one of the year’s being 5th grade.  To obtain an application containing all requirements visit: schnecksvillepto.com/forms.html
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Miss Shiffer 
was WLEV Teacher of Week for the week of February 2nd

Congratulations! Her student Alexa had this to say:  Miss Shiffer is my favorite teacher because she is very kind and does not give me a lot of homework.  She also gives me extra help when I need it especially when my desk needs cleaned out.  She even treated my whole class to an ice cream sundae too.  Miss Shiffer has rules that you must follow and if you break them you might lose time off at recess, but she s very fair to everyone. Miss Shiffer is the best teacher I ever had!  
http://www.wlevradio.com/PhotoWall.asp?id=66570
Got a Fifth Grader?

It’s time!  There will be a 5th Grade Celebration & Challenge Meeting on Tuesday, March 15th at 7pm in the Library.  

Staff vs Parents Charity Volleyball
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Friday, April 1st 

OMS GYM
Admission Donation:  
Adults $ 3      Kids $ 2

The Schnecksville Elementary School Staff invites you to join us for a fun-filled evening of Dinner and a friendly game of Volleyball. The evening will begin with Villa Rosa Pizza and Staff Bake Sale.  Dinner will be served from 5pm to 5:45 in the OMS Cafeteria.  We strongly suggest pre-ordering your pizza because we will only be purchasing a small number of extras. Please view the flier at http://www.parklandsd.org/sv/wp-content/uploads/Staff-vs-Parents-Charity-Volleyball-Dinner-April-1st.pdf and 

send it to school with your child no later than Friday, March 25th.  Please make your check payable to Schnecksville PTO.  All reservations must include payment.  Please contact Laura Bronzo at 610-769-4411 or laurabronzo@yahoo.com if you have any questions.

Save the Date
Saturday, May 28th
Schnecksville Day @ Iron Pigs

Game 6:35 pm
Fireworks immediately following

Watch the e-Folder later this month with Ticket Information
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February Spirit Day winners!
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 Michael Bolick – 1P and Steven Bronzo – 3S
Go For the Greens

On Thursday, March 17, Schnecksville School, which is a Keystone Healthy Zone School, is participating in “Go for the Greens,” an activity designed to focus attention on the importance of eating green vegetables as part of a healthy diet.   As part of our Go for the Greens celebration, students will be encouraged to try a new dark green veggie or fruit during the month of March. We will have on display a large variety basket of green fruits and vegetables that hopefully will catch the eyes of our students. Also to encourage them to try a new veggie we will have a veggie tasting table set up in the cafeteria. Next to the colorful veggie basket will be a glass jar of green beans that the children will guess how many are in the jar. Their math estimation skills will be put to the test! Grades K-1-2 will have a veggie/fruit coloring contest. “Healthy” prizes will be awarded to the winners.  Students are also encouraged to wear green that day.
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The next Market Day pickup is Tuesday, March 22nd.  Please place all orders by March 15th.  If you have questions or are able to help with the sale between 3:30 and 5:30 pm, please contact Nina Weiss at nweiss@ptd.net.  Our school number is 13925
School Store
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Gr. 1 & 2

3/10 and 3/22

Gr. 3 – 5
3/10 and 3/24


Schnecksville Sharks Magnets
$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00

The PTO will be selling Shark magnets at School Store and all 

PTO Meetings.  You may also order them by sending in cash or check, payable to Schnecksville PTO, in an envelope labeled “Magnet Order” with your child’s name and Teacher.  The magnet will be sent home with your child.
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Birthday table
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Thank you Heather Fitzgerald and Julia Elsesser, our February Volunteers!

THE PENCIL PROJECT
The Pencil Project was born from a simple idea.  One woman went to Africa and snapped a photo of a lively group of second graders… 102 to be exact… with only one teacher.  One little boy in particular stood out.  He was clutching a small broken pencil.  It was all he had and was his most prized possession.  It symbolized everything about the value of education and how important it is that all the world’s children have access to the tools they need.  

A pack of a dozen pencils can be purchased for less than the price of a soft drink which would help 12 children.  With your support, we can make a mighty difference in the world… one pencil at a time. 

If you know a Brownie, please consider making a pencil donation directly to her.  They will be sent to the Sacrena School for Orphans in Kenya.  For more information, please contact Linda Dean at lindean@ptd.net.  
CAC
Community Advisory Committee
This month’s meeting was about Curriculum & Instruction, presented by David Grim, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Professional  Development.  The district's vision statement is:  Educating for Success, Inspiring for Excellence.  The four areas discussed were Assessment, how they monitor the students and their growth, Curriculum, what they teach the children, Instruction, how they teach the children, and Professional Development, how the district supports the teachers.   This is cyclical, but not necessarily sequential. 

 

Another item that Mr. Grim informed us about is that eventually (over the next 2 or 3 yrs) they will be eliminating the 11th graders from PSSA.   The state is coming out with Keystone Exams which high school students will take at the end of the year the year they take the specific course they need to have completed.  Right now, the 5 courses are Algebra 1, Biology, Literature, English Composition and Civics & Government.   The students will be required to take these courses and must be proficient (pass) to graduate.  This is in addition to passing these courses for Parkland.    

 

There is a new website for teachers, Standards Aligned System (www.pdesas.org ).  This valuable resource for teachers offers exams, classroom videos and strategies for each grade level. A teacher can get some great ideas off this website.    If you have a moment, this is a very informative website.  

Next Meeting: March 17th, 7 pm Ad Center.  Topic: Health, Wellness, Athletics and Arts, presented by Rob Thornburg, 
Jeff Geisel, Mark Stutz, Donna Steckel


Internal affairs
 

Thank you to all who have helped thus far with food and baked donations for ALL activities that have been on going.
 

We would also like to remind parents that on March 15 at 7 pm in the library we will be having our first meeting for the 5th grade celebration. I will also be sending out e-mail reminders for that evening, so please come out to help plan our celebration for our 5th graders on June 9th  at Independence Park.
Thanks also to all the co-chairs who have helped out with various activities and taken those things off of my plate...  All of your help generosity and time is greatly appreciated.

  

Thank you!

Lisa Schaedel
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Next Meeting:

March 17 @ 9:30 am 

in the Cafeteria
President: Laura Bronzo

VP/Ways & Means: Jeanine Snyder

VP/Internal Affairs: Lisa Schaedel

VP/Social Events: Nicole Barker

VP/Communications: Michelle Wahlmark

Secretary:  Ruth Tobia

Treasurer: Louella Joyner

Visit schnecksvillepto.com/ contact.html for more info on who does what exactly
 Next Edition: April 1st  

