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Schnecksville Elementary 




         
      April 2011
Mr. Bowen’s Message

Next Year 

The process for placing a child in a classroom is based upon a number of factors.  The staff at Schnecksville considers the academic, educational, and social factors for each and every child.  Parents may inform the school of particular factors that could assist us in placing their student.  The most beneficial information states the needs of your child along with specific concerns you have about him or her.  The content of your letter should be about your child, not about a teacher.  Please avoid requesting a specific teacher.  Your input is not as beneficial if you send in a request asking for a specific teacher and not address your child’s learning needs and that teacher moves.  If you have a unique placement concern, please share it with me in writing by May 15th.  Your concern will be considered when your child is being placed, but it is not always possible to honor such requests.

· Mr. Bowen
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April Spirit Day

April 29 

Wacky Hair Day
Whether you decide to color it, gel it, tease it, tie it or twist it, this is your chance to be different and stand out for a day.  Wigs are great, too.
President’s Message
Happy Spring Everyone! We are getting into the homestretch of another successful school year.  Spring sports have started and everyone is starting to look forward to a relaxing summer.  The PTO is still hard at work planning some of our most anticipated events of the year.  This month the Ice Cream Social is planned for Thursday, April 21st. In May there will be a school-wide Assembly by author Daniel Kirk, and on May 25th Safety Town will be here to present their program for grades K-3.  Teacher Appreciation Week is May 2 through the 6th and the PTO has planned some relaxing activities for our staff. The Community Outreach Committee is planning the Annual Book Swap which gives the students the opportunity to recycle some of their books and take home some “new” reading materials.  The month will end with our 1st Schnecksville Day at the Iron Pigs on May 28th (Ticket orders due by 4/15).  The Scholastic Buy 1/ Get 1 Book Fair will be held during school hours on June 2nd & 3rd.  On June 9th, we will celebrate our 5th Graders move to OMS with the 5th Grade Celebration. Parent involvement makes all of these events possible.  I see firsthand how much the students enjoy all of the extras that our PTO provides. For months, the students talked about the Talent Show and some are already planning their acts for next year.  So, on behalf of the kids, I want to thank all of the parents who support the PTO by donating their time and talents.  I sincerely believe that we are creating wonderful memories for our children. 

· Laura
April at a Glance


1: Staff v Parents Volleyball @OMS
11: PTO Board Meeting
12: School Store Gr 1 & 2
12: 5th Gr Celebration 7 pm 
14: School Store Gr 3 - 5
19: Market Day Pick-Up
21: Ice Cream Social 
21: Full School Day - Snow Make Up
22: No School
25: No School 
26: School Store Gr 1 & 2
28: School Store Gr 3 - 5
28: General PTO Mtg 9:30 am Cafeteria
29: Spirit Day - Wacky Hair Day
29: Early Dismissal 1:45 pm
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Ice Cream Social 

April 21st 

(April 20th for Kindergarten)

5TH Grade Celebration

Next Meeting: April 12

Library – 7 pm
Got a 5th Grader??? Help us celebrate on June 9th! 
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PTO Board Nominations


· I want my child to have a great school year - to learn and to have fun! 

· I want to help decide how PTO fundraising moneys are spent and what activities the PTO will sponsor. 

If the above statements are true, then "help us help our school". Parent involvement is critical for a successful school, so please give a year to volunteer as a PTO officer or a committee chair for 2011-2012. There are jobs that take no more than a couple hours a month, some are that are seasonal, and a few that require a routine commitment.  Most are what you make of them, with 1 to 3 hours per week a good guideline.


The ‘P’ in PTO Dedicated Parents help make Schnecksville Elementary a great school! Join us - it's rewarding, it's important; it's even a whole bunch of fun!  Nominate yourself or someone else.  Go online for the nomination form http://schnecksvillepto.com/forms/boardnominationform.pdf ). 
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No experience required - on the job training is provided.  If you have any questions, please contact Laura Bronzo at 610-769-4411 or laurabronzo@yahoo.com 
4/21: Full School Day
4/29: Early Dismissal
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ASSEMBLIES IN MAY

Author Daniel Kirk: 5/10
Safety Town for K-3: 5/25
Kindergartners who attend the opposite session are always welcome to attend with their parents!
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Staff vs. Parent Volleyball
A huge success! $2,500 will be donated to Bo Tkach Foundation. Parents won the first game, but the teachers/staff took the second and third.  Thanks to all for coming out!
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New Box Top Contest
Staff vs. Student Kickball Game

The student that submits the most Box Tops from March 28th to May 20th from each Classroom will participate in the Staff vs. Students Kickball Game on or about Friday, May 27th and the entire school will be there to cheer the players on.
In addition, the classroom that collects the most Box Tops between March 28th - May 20th will receive  


Community Outreach

Book Swap
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Student donations will be collected May 10th through 13th.  
To help with this annual event, please contact Michelle Wahlmark mjwmortgage@yahoo.com. 
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Book Fair
Thursday June 2nd 
& 
Friday June 3rd
Buy 1 Get 1 Free

This will be held during school hours and parent volunteers will be needed to assist the students with book selection and check out.
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Olympic Day

Save the Date 
Friday, June 10th 
Rain or Shine

Many parent volunteers are needed to ensure a successful day.  Watch the Wednesday eFolder for information on how to sign up to volunteer that day.
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Spirit Day Winners

Inside out and backwards day…  Karson Schaedel – Mrs. Piston &

Nina Johnson – Mrs. Andreoli
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End of Year Family Night

at Iron Pigs Game

May 28th @ 6:35 pm
Vs. Rochester Red Wings 

Fireworks after the game

Tickets $9 
(includes $2 food credit)
Please submit orders as soon as possible, but no later than Friday, April 15th.

For order forms or more information check out our website @ www.parklandsd.org/sv/ and click on Wednesday e-Folder.

Questions: Contact Laura Bronzo @ 610-769-4411 or laurabronzo@yahoo.com
Internal Affairs

Be sure to attend our next meeting April 12th at 7:00 pm in the library to discuss further planning for the 5th grade celebration and volunteer for slots that are open.
 

We are also working with the Boy Scouts this spring to finally get our gazebos spruced up! If anyone has material for landscaping or plants to donate, it would be greatly appreciated.
 

[image: image17.png]


And once again thank you to all the volunteers who donated all the baked goodies for our bake sale at the talent show.
 

We are ready for spring!
· Lisa Schaedel

Kudos Korner
Kayla Kinney was the March winner in the FreySmiles Orthodontics Good Student contest. Every month during the school year Dr. Gregg Frey picks a good student from all of his orthodontic patients. By representing all the attributes of a good student, Kayla won and also won a prize of $50 for her teacher, Miss Rutz. With this gift Miss Rutz will be able to enhance her classroom with the wonderful world of learning.
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Next Pick Up: April 19th @ 4:30 PM

Last Day to Order: April 13th 

To help with Market Day, please email Nina Weiss nweiss@ptd.net.  This entails an hour once a month from 3:30 – 4:30, or 4:30 – 5:30.  Kiddos welcome!

Birthday Table
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Molly Cygan, Tonya Knappenberger and Jenni Carlson were the lunchtime helpers in March.  

School Store

Gr 1 & 2

4/12 & 4/26

Gr 3 – 5

4/14 & 4/28

CAC

Community Advisory Committee

Topic: Health, Wellness, Athletics and Arts.   

 

Rob Thornburg, Director of Student Services, shared some wellness facts with us.  In grades K-6 nurses do a BMI test on the children and 16% of the children are in the 85-95th percentile and 13% are above the 95th.  Parkland is considered average with these stats.  There are 4% that are in the less than 5th.   There are many Student Wellness activities throughout the schools:  nutrition programs, Go for the Greens, Walking Paths, Wii Fit, Five a Day the Color Way.   There are also Staff Wellness activities: 10,000 Steps, Zumba, Staff Volleyball, Spin Class, and Yoga.   He commended Todd Holmes for doing such a great job for keeping within the budget and yet providing great tasting and nutritious food for the children. 

 

Jeffrey Geisel, Athletic Director, discussed the many different sports programs available through Parkland.  You can find the sports schedules on www.highschoolsports.net   and if you may be interested in seeing past Parkland sports records, go to  www.parklandsportshistory.com.   The Parkland Athletics department has 48 District Champs and 8 State Champs in the last decade!  Cheer on your favorite sport - home Parkland events are $3 per adult, $2 per student and free to senior citizens.

 

Mark Stutz, Director of Visual and Performing Arts, brought to our attention how much of the Arts/Music is within the academic curriculum.   At the Elementary level, not only do they have Art and Music classes, but starting in 4th grade your child may play an instrument (orchestra or band) and in 5th grade they may join the chorus.   There are presently 597 Parkland elementary students in the band, 297 in the orchestra (out of 1440 children in 4th and 5th grades).   There are 650 students in the chorus, out of 710.  Stats for Middle school:  Springhouse:  385 chorus, 345 band, and 105 orchestra. OMS:  400 chorus, 370 band, and 75 orchestra.   As your child enters High School, there are many more opportunities:  Theater (which also starts at the middle school level), Band, Jazz Band, Orchestra, Strolling Strings, Chorus and Dance Team.   In Theater, at the Freddy Awards, Parkland is the only school to have been nominated for Best Overall Production every year!

 

Donna Steckel, PHS Assistant Principal, explained that there are approximately 61 clubs / co-curricular activities.   They no longer call them extra-curricular activities, because they are not extra, they are "part of" the curriculum.  Not only will they help keep a child active and perhaps out of trouble and not to mention that it will look good on a resume, but it will make lasting memories for them as well.  The clubs range from National Honor Society, to Honor Societies for almost every subject, to Guitar Club, Cooking Club, Scholastic Scrimmage, Debate Club, etc.  These clubs are sometimes before school or after school.  You may go to www.parklandsd.org  to look up the vast array of clubs.  

Roberta Marcus gave us a briefing on the 2011-2012 estimated Commonwealth funding.  PSD currently has 80 students that go to Charter Schools (instead of attending Parkland) and it costs the school district $1,000,000.  
Next Meeting:  April 14th, 7 pm in the Administration Building.  Topics: World Language Program, Dual Enrollment, AP, ETAP
** Thanks to Schnecksville Representatives Mary Bracilli and Michelle Wahlmark for attending these meetings and keeping us up to date with the goings on in our District.  

The Parkland Community Advisory Council, comprised of approximately 25 representatives from the community, serves as a liaison for communication between the school district and the Parkland Community.  The major objectives of the council shall be the improvement of school-community relations and participation in the study, discussion and formulation of recommendations relative to various aspects of educational planning for the district.
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May 13th
5th Grade Chorus Concert 
& Reception
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Did you know?
North Whitehall Township collects items for Soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan all year long?  Drop items at the Township Building on Levans Road during normal business hours. 
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Next Meeting:

April 28 @ 9:30 am 

in the Cafeteria
President: Laura Bronzo

VP/Ways & Means: Jeanine Snyder

VP/Internal Affairs: Lisa Schaedel

VP/Social Events: Nicole Barker

VP/Communications: Michelle Wahlmark

Secretary:  Ruth Tobia

Treasurer: Louella Joyner

Visit schnecksvillepto.com/ contact.html for more info on who does what exactly
 Next Edition: May 6th   

